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Services of Militia. a 
The militia of a free state is justly regarded 
as the natural bulwark of the civil and religi- 
ous rights of its people—as the best and safest 
defence against sudden invasion from abroad, 
and as the only faithful barrier to domestic 
encroachment. The armed citizen cannot 
easily be made a slave: a sense of the duty that 
he owes to the law and to his country in the 
time of its need, teaches him oberlience, and he 
yields himself. up to those whose province it is 
to command him, for the time being—but he 
‘still reasons upon the fitness of the things re- 
quired of him,—and, when his period of service 
is ended, carries the result of that reasoning, 
together with his experience in the business of 
a soldier, into the mass of the people and adds 
thein to the common stock of intelligence and 
force. And, perhaps, the restraints that he 
suffered in his military character may_also 
cause him more dearly to estimate the rights 
that belong to him as a citizen: because he is 
sensible that as a government gains power the 
people must suffer restraint. Home did not 
ose her liberty until the jealousy of her rulers 
deprived the people of the use of arms: faction 
and the spirit of party, it is true, often caused 
the government to assume a shape as hateful as 
that of an absolute monarchy could easily do; 
but yet the body of the population—that por- 
tion which had no active participation in the 
feuds of those factions, retained a very consi- 


MEIGS” NIDA DEEPEN, 
immediate vicinity of their homes and where 
they, of course, possessed every possible ac- 
commodation. In this light service, as some 
may esteem it, we lost quite as many men as 
were killed (on our side) in the battles of Bla 
densburg and at North-Point,—by diseases 
gendered from the new condition in which our 
citizens were placed. Yet the regular soldiers 
at the fort were healthy;* either because the 

had Jearnt how to live, or were compelled te 
live according to certain rules which military 
men know must be ovserved to prevent di- 
sease and death in the service. The ever-to-be- 
lamented Pixe disciplined the 15th regiment 
to every thing—he began by teaching his raw 
ofiicers and men how to make their fi:es—thea 
how to cook their victuals, how to drink, how 
to sleep, &c —nothmg was too minute or ay- 
parentiy too trifling to be unworthy of the ac 
tention of that inestimable soldier. What was 
the consequence? His regiment.was healthy 
and robust, and his men were very soon pre-, 
pared for any service that might be required 
of them. Disease, that mowed down the ranks 
of other regiments, found a barrier in the dis« 
cipline of his. And, further, this fact soon 
occurred—that while other tioops which re- 
ceived the same quantity and quality of pro- 
visions a3 were distributed to the 15th reir 
ment, were in a state approaching starvation, 
his men had an abundance—and a variety thas 
was astonishing. Initiated into the art of cooke 





derable portion of their natural rights untiljimg their victuals, they soon had bread and 


_the line was clearly and determinately drawn 
between the soldier and the citizen; and the 
former, in a mere mercenary animal, lost the 
habits of thinking and acting as a Man: then 
eame the declension and fall of that once most 
powerf ul nation. 


. But, with all its important and imposing 
¢haracter, the embodying of a militia force, 
the only force that can be tolerated with safety 
by a free people, in times of peace (except to 
avery limitted extent) is terribly destructive of 
human life—much more so than occurs in re- 
gular armies. It is the great misfortune at- 
tending it, that by the time when the citizen 
has learnt how. to live as a soldier, and has 
been made efficient through discipline, that his 
duties are at an ends and others continually 
succeed him who require the same course of 


meat to spare, which they sold or bartered for 
vegetables, and additionally obtained some of’ 
the little luxuries of the table. All this resulted 
because Pike was himself a soldier; brought u 

in camps, and every way skilled in the duties 
and requirements of the profession of aris. 
The want of such knowledge, industry and 
attention in others—with the continually eims 
bodying and discharging of the militia (ever 
furnishing fresh victims) probably cost us more 
men, in the late war, than have been killed in 
battle, or who have died in consequence of 
wounds received therein, in all the affairs that 
have taken place in the country that now forms 
the United States, from its first discovery untid 
this time, in which white people were on either 
side engaged. It is fearful to calculate the logs 
at certain posts where the militia were assent 





instruction and of experience that he did.— 


in obtaining which so many of his comrades} 


uselessly perished. In the summer of 1813, 
the Kaltimore brigade, (by detachments of a 


bled. 


| The fact is, that we were wretchedly igne 
rant of almost every thing that belonged to a 


te 





*The like of this happened every where. When 








regiment at a time, for a week’s service) for 
few weeks, did duty at Fort Mfc Henry—in the 
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the militia were dying by scores, the regulars wage 
healthy. hadi sil 
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state of war, (except in naval affairs) when 
the late war began. ‘Lhe experience of the 
revolution was essentially lost. A few of the 
veterans of other years remained; better fitted, 
however, in general, to command the respect 
and homage of the present generation for their 


‘invaluable services than again to command 


armies—and we had all things to begin de novo. 
For a considerable time we were distressed 
with a series of blunders, mistakes and mis- 
fortunes, legislative, executive and military; 
and the destruction of men and waste of cha- 
racter and property was excessive. but, by 
degrees, every department learnt its duty, 
being instructed in the dear school of expe- 
rience as to what the nature of their respec- 
tive services required of them; and peace very 
acreeably revisited us when we were best pre- 
pared for war. 


‘Though so generally deficient, except in 
courage and patriotism, there was no depart- 
ment of the service, perhaps, that we were se 
badly provided for (in the beginning) as that 
of the general staff, and especially as to the 
medical part of it. When that was fully orga- 
nized and in complete operation, there was 
instantly a great decrease in the number of 
deaths. May congress have wisdom to pre- 
serve a staff sufficient for an army much larger 
than that we now have, or expect to support in 
time of peace—may they not suffer a misplaced 
economy to deprive us of the benefit of talents 
so dearly purchased! Our count: y, L hope, is 
destined to enjoy a long peace; but the cos: of 
being prepared for a state of war is of no 
comparison with the waste that a want of it 
will occasion, should our repose be unhappily 
disturbed. ‘The fire-side proverb, which every 
old woman in the country feels the forse of— 

“A stich in time 

“Saves nine”— 
as well applies to the business of nations as to 
*he darning of stockings. 


‘bhese remarks grew out of an observance of 
a notice from “the general ooh for paying 
militia pensions,” at York, in Canada, insert- 
ed in the Kingston Gazette, of the 25th of 
Noveinber last. He publishes a list of the 
fiames of the widows and of the orphan chil- 
dren whose husbands or fathers “were killed’ 
in action, or by any casualty or accident while 
on duty, or have died of wounds received in 
action, or from disease contracted *on actual 
service, during the late war with the United 
States of America.” (‘The pension to, the 
widows or children of such persons S pha 
jis £20 currency, or $80.| ‘The list of widows 
has 107 natmes—of whose husbands only 21 
were killed in battle or died of wounds receiv- 
ed in action: the list of orphan children has 58 
games—of whose fathers 7 were in like man- 


= ne” 
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ner killed or deceased*—the rest died of di- 
sease, except a few by *‘casualty or accident.” 
Thus ita pears, that one sixth, only, of those 
who died in the service of Great Britain, at a 
particular point where the most fighting was 
done, and by far the most severe engagements 
took place, and which was a continual scene of 
fighting, died in action or of wounds received 
therein: though they had all the advantages te 
be derived from experienced officers, military 
and medical. What, then, was our loss atthe 
many numerously defended posts that were not 
attacked, or hardly attacked at all? I venture 
the assertion, from a consideration of the few 
facts that have reached ine, that for every man 
we lost by battle in the war, we lost atleast 
by disease. I had the blank filled up; but have 
drawn my pen across the dreadful number. 





‘ince we may again have war, though ne 
prospect of it presenis itself at this time, let 
us checiah ‘inl retain a sufficient portion of 
those who have “learnt the trade.”’ Every do!- 
lar expended for their support, though appa- 
rently useless, will be worth a thousand to 
us if the state of things shall require their 
services in the field. ‘This is a simple calcu- 
lation of dollars and cents. Human life and 
human misery is not taken into the account! 


pc y>After the preceding was prepared for 
the press (for it was written for the last num- 
ber of the KeGisrEr) we have had the pieasure 
to observe that col. #& M. Johnson has been 
attentive of this subject, in his resolutions of- 
fered on the 9th inst. in the house of repre- 
sentatives, to obtain the sense of the members 
in regard to several important subjects respect- 
ing military affairs—See last No. p. 254. ‘The 
resolution referred to provides, that though 
the peace-establishment may be reduced, no 
reduction shall be made in the general-staff, 
in the corps of engineers or in the ordnance 
department.- Col. Johnson has often deserved 
the thanks of his countrymen, and for this 
equally merits them. ‘Yo us it is pleasant to 
find that our wishes have been anticipated by 
his experience and talents and numerous op- 
portunities of maturing a correct judgment on 
the subject. We hate “places and pensions 
and sinecures”—and would not have any offi- 
cer without an office; but endeavor to contrive. 
business for an office that the officer desired te 
be retained might not only hold the knowledge. 
acquired for the use of his country, but metho- 
dize and improve it for the public advantage. 
It is by such that we must expect to be faith- 
fully and frugally served. 





*Of those 28 persons killed—10 were killed (or 
died in consequence of v ounds) at Chippewa; 3 at 
Fort Erie; 3 at York; 3 at Fort George; 2 at Queens- 
town; 2 at the River Raisin; 2 at Fort Erie; 2 in the 





action on lake Erie; and 1 at Lundy’s Lane. 
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Legislature of Pennsylvania. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the eom- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Fettow crrize<s.— At this auspicious moment, 
when our country has reached the goal of her wish- 
es and obtained the object for which she has twice 
contended and so nobly struggled; with a national 
government possessing all the powers adequate to 
the purpeses of general sovereignty, and competent 
to the energy absolutely necessary to the manage- 
ment and direction of the general weal; snpporting 
the confederate union, and the naiional faith and 
honor with foreign governments; securing domes- 
tic tranquility and paying the strictest attention to 
the sacred rules of justice and equity bya faithful 
observance of all public engagements; to know that 
the foundation of our national policy is laid in the 
pure and immutabie principles of private morality; 
when with proud recollection we can view the emi- 


nent height we have attained from the operation of 


our laws and institutiens; to know my nativestate to 
be attached toa government which practically has 
exemplified those invaluable attributes which se- 
cure to it our constancy and devotion and com- 
mands the respect of the world; and to know Penn- 
syivanja to be eminently distinguished for her pub 
lic and private virtues:—I say, at this auspicious 
moment, with this knowledgeand the rational pleas- 
ing anticipations of future lasting happiness for our 
beloved country, to retire from the arduous duties 
of office, is to me the highest gratification; and 
with sincere and lively gratitude to Almighty God, 
our great protector, and with most hearty congra- 
tulations, I felicitate you, gentlemen, and our con- 
Stiiuents, on our present happiness and glorious 
prospecis, 

But as we know that all governments have dege- 
nerated, and that abuse of power is ever consequent 
to degeneracy; therefore, whilst we happily kyow 


would afford additional security and keep pure the 
streams of justice; and perhaps thus might be ob- 
viated the temptation ‘o fraud and perjuries. some 
times’ practised to give jurisdiction to the federal 
courts, and forcing our citizens, at intolerable ex- 
pense, from the most remote quarters of the state 
to those tribunals. | | 
The knowledge of truth being essential to just 
decisions, greater facility and certainty than is now 
had, would appear necessary iff the adduction of 
testimony. Doubts are entertained whether there 
be any legal mode of obtaining depositions by corn! 
mission or rules of court, in cases which arose in 
the county courts and are pending in the supreme 
court of error, although it may be all-importast in 
preparing for the contingency of anew trial. This 
might be remedied’ by enacting that rules or com- 
missions might issue, and that the testimony thus 
procured shall be as admissible upon any subse- 
quent trial, as if the cause were pending for trial 
where the rule or commission is issued. 
Whether attachments to compel the attendance. 
of witnesses may run-to any part of the state— 
whether a tender of expenses should be proved 
before they issue—whether depositions should not 
be taken in criminal as well as civil cases, might 
also be proper questions for statutory regulation. 
Considering the usage of non-swits at bar as af 
fording an unfair advantage to plaintiffs, it was re- 
stricted by an act of the legislature. The expos- 
ion however of this law by our courts does not pro- 
hibit the plaintiff from taking a non-suit after a full 
trial, unless the jury have deliberated, or received. 
‘he charge of the court; thus the plaintiff when fair- 
y defeated may retire in safety and renew the attack 
at pleasure, while the defendant is disabled from 
avoiding the destructive effect of a verdict. This 
inequality works injustice, and requires further in- 
erposition. 

More than twenty-five years have elapsed since 
the adoption of any general system of practice 


that reason, rather than habit, is the governing|by our courts.——So great have since been the 


principle with our citizens, and whilst we yet hav: 
fuir claims to superior political purity, let us, by 


promoting virtue’and knowledge guard against ail 
violent political concussions and those revolutions |justice has obtained no consideration. 
that arise from necessity, which when real, supersede 
all law and level all distinctions: let us in the dis- 
charge of officixl and private duty, ever recollect 
that more is not possessed than a right to perform 
lawful actions; that we cannot be vested with autho- 
Fity to command what is contrary to the cardiral 
virtue, justice; nor with the right to proscribe our | therefor. 


changes in our laws’ and so important have been 
the judicial decisions, that it is wonderful a sub- 
ject so Operative in the speedy administration of 
To obtain 
uniformity, | would reecommend statutory provi- 
310n. 


punished in Pennsylvania, is the conveying away 
by deed, estates with fraudulent views, and the ac- 
quistion of property without any intention.of paying 
To guard against the frequency of the 


fellow-citizens for an honest diversity of opinion on| first, I would suggest the authorising of our courts 


questions of policy.—Thus, if founded on that de- 


uf jusiice, where circumstances’ are ‘sufficiently 


cree of heaven which wiiled man free, and in those| strong to raise a probablé presumption of frau, 


immutable rights deducible from it, our laws will 


ever fuster the inclination which the Pennsylvania) 


naturally feels to be obedient; and, clothed with the 
venerable habit of ancestral sanction, they will de- 


to throw the burden of proof of consideration fur 
ijthe estate granted, upon ‘the grantee. And as to 
the latter des¢ription of imthoralities, I cannot, on 
moral principiés, distinguish between him who 


scend to and command the love and veneration of} with fair appearances has got into credivon purpose 


the la est posterity. 


Regarding the impartial administration of justice 
of primary importance, the legislature has recently 
in various laws been attempting to secure it from 


to rob, and him who borrows my horse for a d-y 
with the intention never to return him, and wi,o 
if detected after the fraud is punished as a felon. 

Anxious to see perfected in’ Pennsylvania what 


every danger. The extension of peremptory chal:|has for a century engaged the attention’ of" the 
lenges on the trial of causes civil and criminal, the philanthropists of the eld world, 1 would once 


permanent provision for the décision of those eaus- 


€s in which the president of a court may have beer 


more invite your attention to the subject of cit 
1jminal jurisprudence generally. 





of coynsel, vr may be personaliy interested, have|tiie attorney general made some years since at 


been found of beneficial tendency. Extending thé 
right of challenge yet farther, enacting that where 


counties are injerested, the cause may under pro 
Per regulations be tried in a contiguous county 


ihe instance of the government, and recent essays 
by members of the general assembly eminently 
-| qualified for the task, will I trust so far have ma- 
» tured that interesting subject, as that, frem yeur 





Amongst the tices that in a great measure go un- 


The report of 
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hands, our constituents may confidently anticipate 
a@system more perfectly guarding against outrage 
the person and property of the good citizen; gra- 
guating the scale of crimes and punishments by 
the rules of right reason, when at the same time 
it shall secure to the accused a speedy imparual 
trial, and be altogether congenial with the benevo- 
lent spirit of the age 

In the annual communications of the executive 
to the general assembly, a standing theme has been 
afforded by the all-important subject of education. 
Much has been said, nothing effectual has been 
done, and the situation of it is still such as to be 
much regretted. To expatiate upon the utility of 
a reneral diffusion of knowledge, would be as idle 
as the mesns of effecting it eppear to be embarras- 
ging. ‘The fact however is palpable, that science 
and intellectual improvement are far behind the 
progress of wealth and population. Another year 
has confirmed me in the opinion expressed to the 
last legislature, that much good could be attained 
through superivr instructors. Believing that these 
may be acquired in a very simple manner, I presume 
again to recommend that some mode be prescribed 
by law for ascertaining the qualifications of those 
who offer to ins‘ruet youth. Tliat such as are ap- 

roved, and who at the expiration of the period for 
which they may have engaged to teach, produce a 
favorable report of the canduct and progress of 
the school, by a commi'tee to be for that purpose 
appointed in each county, suall receive out of the 
state treasnry a small salary in addition to indivi- 
dual subseription. This I hesitate not to say would 
be the means of banishing ignorance and negligence 
from presiding over the education of children, and 
prevent that deplorably useless consumption of 
time, that exhibition of idleness and demoralizing 
habits, so commonly prevalent at our country 
schoois. 

In the same communication I submitted also a 
plan for renderi:g more energetic and efficient our 
militia force. Impressed with the great importance 

\ of this subject, yet, having nothing new to offer I 
beg leave to refer the legislature to that communi- 
cation; Kkewise to a reiieration of a wish that se- 
duction be punished as a criminal] offence Tha: 
regulations be made corrective of abuses under 
our insolyent laws, and under the law relative 
to mortgages; amendments of the law generally 
called the hundred dollar act: an imterposition 
on behalf of the unfortunate and unprotected wife 
and children of the confirmed drunkard; and the 
useless mujtiplication of oats and ihe irreverence 
with which they are administered——These sub 
jects, because of the multiplicity of (perhaps) more 
iuportant business, were then passed over; but 
deeming them of some importance to the commu- 

itv, i recommend them to your censileratioen. 

The sccompanying documents upon the subject 
sviil shew that the thanks of the commonwealth to 

‘captain Charles Stewart of the navy, for his distin- 
guished brevery and skill in the engagement be. 
tween the United States frigate Constitution and 
the British ships of war Cyane and Levant, were 

resented to that galiani officer by general William 
duncan, as directed by a resolution of the last le- 
gislature, together with an appropriate sword, or- 
dered by the same resoiution as an additional to- 
ken of «pprobation by his fellow citizens of Penn- 
sylvania. : ; 

The’ obstactes to a presentation of medals to 
commo‘ore Perry and his brave associates, men- 
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ture, have been obviated. The dics have been sunk 
by an approved artist, and the medals would be- 
fore this time have been presented if the striking 
of them had not been prevented in consequence of 
the imperfection of the machinery in the United 
States mint, which alone was of power adequate 
to the execution of them. But I have assurance 
that this obstacie will in a short time be also sur- 
mounted, 

The legislature of Louisana, duly appreciating 
the liberal donation by our last general assembly 
towards the endowment of an hospital erecting at 
New Ovleans, have passed a law containing the 
provisions prescribed in the act of this state; a co- 
py whereof and other documents, together with a 
plan of the building, and copies of a correspon- 
dence on the subject, is herewith laid before you, 

A considerable number of muskets and a large 
quantity of camp equipments and some ordnance, 
ive been collected and are now safely deposited 
in the arsenal at this place, as directed by law. A 
small appropriation may be necessary to furnish the 
requisite tools and furniture for the work shops, 
to enable the armorer to put and keep in repair 
such of the arms as were injured during the late 
war. The adjutant general will in due time report 
generally upon the state of our militia, and upon 
the military property belonging to the state. I 
add as well an extract ofa letter to the executive 
trom William Clark, the contractor for erecting 
the arsenal at Meadville, giving an account of the 
progress of that building, and asking an additional 
appropriation, asan extract ofa letter from the pring 
cipal of the ordnance department, proposing to de- 
iver, if the state should prefer it, artillery and 
equipments, in lieu of a part of the small arms tq 
which we are entitled, under the act.of congress 
for arming the whole militia of the United States. 

Under a law of the last legislature, Robert Brook 
and Ciurles Treziyulney, gentlemen of science and 
acknowledged practical skill, were appointed on 
the twenty-eighth day of May last to view and exe 
amine the route of the contemplated canal to con- 
nect the waters of the Seneca lake with the Tioga 
river, These commissioners proceeded to execute 
the trust, but not yet having returned, more cannot 
be said upon this interesting subject, than that 
their report as soon as received shall be laid be- 
fore the legislature. A correspondence with the 
governor of \ew York is now submitted. 

Nothing has yet resulted for submission to the 
legislature, from the commission constituted by 
law in conjunction with the state of New Jersey, 
for adjusting the controversy that has arisen be- 
tween that state and Pennsylvania, in consequence 
of obsiruciions to the navigation in the Delaware, 
suid to have been created under a law of New 
Jersey. ; 

From applications made to the land office for 
patents, it has been discovered, that the late John 
Nicolson, deceased, is interested in large bedies 
of lands which remained concealed from the com- 
missioners, who procured for the state by compro- 
mise and sale of such part of his estate as became 
known to them, payment on account of her lien 
upon his estate. That commission having ceased 
a)..1 the accounts of the commissioners having clos- 
ed, there is not vested in any one, authority to be- 
nefit the state by the discovery. In order to secure 
payment of a large debt yet due the commonwealth, 
{ recommend the enactment ofa Jaw on similar 
principles with the one under which the late com- 





tioned in my first communication to the last legisla. | 





missioners acted. 
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The accompanying financial report by the audi- 
tor general, notwithstanding the laudable appro 
priation and liberal expenditure of public treasure 
in aid of roads, bridges and other public improve 
ments, presents an unexpended balance in the trea- 
sury on the Ist day of Nov. last of $160,199 09.— 
A small sum is found to have been expended in pro 
viding more materials for the intended state c»pi 
tol. Possessing ample means, the adoption of a plan 
for the building seems to be the only obstacle to an 
immediate prosecution of this highly desirable and 
necessary work, This unexpended balance and the 
anticipated increase of funds, will allow free scope 
for the enlarged views entertained by our constitu 
ents fur the improvement of the state. 

Having discharged as well the constitutional in- 
jmnction as those duties assigned by law, and re- 
commended what in my judgment would promote 
the public weal; it remains for me to add, that it 
has even given me the purest pleasure to co-operate 
with the general assembly in such measures as were 
calculated to perpetuate the happiness of our con- 
stituents: that in the discharge of the executive 
functions, [ was ever soticitous to coilect my duty 
from a just appreciation of every circumstance by 
which it might be affected. I beard with attention, 
and endeavored to decide with integrity. I had a 
wish, it is true, to regard the public voice, and I 
confess myself to have been ambitious to conciliate 
and enjoy the public confidence. But I could never 
abandon the superior claims of self approbation and 
couscious rectitude. Satisfied on these poinis, 
(and ever aware that in the performance of execu- 
tive duties by a mere practical man, it is difficult 
if not impossible to avoid error) I have ever acted 
without in the least regarding what the wolrd might 
gay about it; and those that know me best can bear 
witness, that I have borne with patience the conse. 
guences which to me, have casually resulted from 
them. For the errors I may have committed, Iam 
consoled with the reflection that perhaps no import- 
ant good was ever altogether free from alloy, and 
that my fellow-citizens will, I trust, charitably find 
a palliation in the motive which at any time may 
have misied me. 

The confidence and support which I,have experi- 
enced from my fellow citizens, for the greater por- 
tion of an active life, has impressed my mind with 
deep and lasting gratitude. A consciousness of hav- 
ing with diligence and fidelity endeavoured to dis- 
charge the duties which a partial public has on va- 
rious occasions assigned me, and of the liberality 
which has been evinced towards me by a succes- 
sion of Legislatures during an arduous administra- 
tion, heightens the satisfaction I have in surrender- 
ing it toan able successor. And whilst I bid you, 
and my fellow-citizens generally, an affectionate 
fureweil, Limplore for my country the blessings of 
all wise and superintending Providence. 


SIMON SNYDFR. 
Harrisburg, 5th December, 1817. 








Legislature of South Carolina. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
On the 25th ult, his exceilency the governor made 
the following communication to both branches 


of the legislature of South Carolina by the secre- 
tary of state. 


Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
house of representatives. 
We have again met, for the purpose of taking 


into consideration the affairs of the state, and to 
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ajove such measures as our best judgment may 

dictate, and as the public good may require. 
Although we have to depiore the affictive dispen- 

sations of Providence, in visiting us, during the 


last season, with more than our usual portion of) 


sickness, which has deprived us of some of our 
best friends and most distinguished citizens, yet 
we have great cause of gratitude to heaven and of 
congratulation to each other, in being blessed with 
a return of health and an abundant harvest of those 
products which are of primary importance, in pro- 
curing the comforts and securing the felicities of 
life. ‘To answer the expectations of our constitu- 
ents, it is highly necessary that confidence and 
unanimity should prevail in your deliberations, and 
that all party feelings and local jealousies should 
be merged in a generous love of country and an at- 
tachment to our republican institutions. 

I have the honor to lay before the legislature, re- 
solutions markée® A. of the legislature of the state 
of Connecticut, New-Jersey, North-Carolina, and 
Kentucky, recommending certain amendments to 
the constitution of the United States, for your con- 
sideration. 

By an act of your last session, it was made my 
duty to appoint commissioners to survey and lay 
out the lands which were purchased by the state 
of South Carolina, from the Cherokee Indians, into 
such tracts as were prescribed by law—I have the 
pleasure to inform you that this work has been 
completed, and that I will, at an early day, lay be- 
fore the legislature such documents as will give. 
every information, and I hope satisfaction, upon this 
subject. 

1 was also directed by your resolution to employ 
surveyors to survey and make maps of the respec- 
tive judicial districts throughout the state, for the 
purpose of procuring an accurate general map of 
the state. To carry into effect the intention of tlre 
legislature, I have spared no exertion, on my part, 


and have visited every district, hoping that by this - 


means I would be able, the more readily, to employ 
the persons best qualified to perform this important 
service. In this object I hope I have generally 
succeeded; but may have employed some, from ne- 
cessily, who may not perform their engagements 
well. This however will be their own loss, as it is 
only upon the full and faithful performance of their 
contracts, that they are to expect payment. This 
decision must, necessarily, rest with the members 
of the legislature, before appropriations are made 
for paying the contracts which I have entered into, 
in obedience to their resolution. There are yet, 
few of the districts for which I have not been able 
to employ surveyors. I flatter myself, that I will 
have the pleasure to lay before you, during your 
present session, some of the maps, for your inspee- 
tion and approbation. 

In December last, you passed an act prohibiting, 
under the severest penalties, the introduction into 
this state, any slave, from any other state or terri- 
tory, to remain here, under any circumstances 
whatever. As the agricultural prosperity of this 
state, depends so much upon persons of this de- 
scription, it is believed that the general interest 
loudly calls for some alteration or modification of 
this law. As the law now is, persons, who wish to 
become residents among us, are prevented from 
Sringing with them their slaves, to whom they are 
attached, not only because they are instruments of 
wealth and comfort, but often because they have 
descended to them from revered und respectable 
ancestors.—Our own citizens, under the existing 
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statute, are unable to bring into the state slavesjculpable neglect can account for their present bad 


which they may be entitled to, by marriage, inheri- 
tance or devise, are obliged either to sacrifice them 
and leave their lands uncultivated, or remove with 
their character, usefulness, enterprize and wealth, 
to add to the respectability and resources of some 
othe: state or territory. 
That there should be, in any commercial nation a 
precise value fixed by law to any article of com- 
merce or traffic, which is to remain without altera- 
tion, while the value of every thing else is changed 
by circumstances, is certainly extraordinary, as it 
is clearly impolitic and unjust. Of this character 
‘is the law regulating the rate of interest which is 
to be taken for the use of money. From the great 
profits arising from capital, well emploped, in agri- 
eulture, commerce or trade, there wiil be but few 


will be induced, too often, to comply with terms 
which are intended to insure against the hazard 
and infamy of detection. It is believed that laws 
appointing the rate of interest, for the use of mo 
ney, increase the evil which they are intended to 
emedy, and that therefore they demand the atten 
rion of the legislature. 
% ‘hat the truth cannot be given in evidence, in 
prosecutions for libel, as the law now is, would 
seem to be a violatien of the fundamental princi- 
ples of justice, as there can be no good reason why 
the truth, in most cases, should not be sufficient 
justification, whether written or spoken. It must, 
however, be admitted that there are many cases 
where the truth ought not to be published, as it 
could not tend to any good and could only proceed 
irom a wanton desire to stigmatise and injure; but 
in prosecutions for the publication of all public 
documents, or any publication touching the chia- 
racter and conduct of any in public confidence or 
teust, or who do, in our popular government, as- 
pire to public office, the truth should be allowed 
in justification, as this is necessary for the infarma- 
tion of the people, from whom all power does and 
ought to emanate. 

By the law. providing for the establishment of 
free schools, throughout this state, the provisions 
for the education of children are not sufficiently 
precise, and as it was anticipated, abuses have 
crept in which demand the interference of the le- 
gislature. It is desirable that this law, which af- 
fords such strong evidence of the liberality and 
philanthropy of the state, should be made as perfect 
as possible. nit 

That the poor should be liberally provided for, 
by law, will not be questioned by any one; but it is 
of great importance that the line of distinction, be- 
tween the indolent and dissipated and the poor, 
should be strongly marked. In some districts, the 
provision made for the poor, has within a few years 
augmented threefold, without any visible increase 


in the number of those who are real objects of cha-/pense and difficulties occasioned thereby, be re- 
rity. This circumstance must arise either from |pealed. HA 


some defect in the law or from the mal-administra- 
tion of it. A revision of our poor laws, is earnestly 
recommended, and it is believed that much altera 
tion will be found necessary. 

To facilitate intercourse between the remotest 
parts of the state and with our sister states, and to 
lessen the inconvenience and expense to the farmer 


and planter, in transporting to market the rewards|roads, opening canals, and making our rivers ‘navi- 
of their industry, it is desirable that the roads in}gable. The most liberal appropriations for’ tlése 
most parts of the state should be more attended to, | purposes, if judiciously applied, ‘would be lendin 


‘The face of our country is very favorable to the 


‘{modities make so considerable a part of our nation- 
al exports, demand that much should be done by a 


. 
J 
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condition. The principal causes of our bad roads, 
are the great and unnecessary multiplication in 
some districts, of roads which have béen made, by 
the commissioners, public roads: the want of suffi- 

cient responsibility in the commissioners ir, some 

districts, there not being a sufficient number of | 
them to attend to their duties, and too often their 

total ignorance of their duties and powers. ft would 

recommend that a law be passed embracing such 

provisions as may be thought proper, upon the sub- 

ject, and that all former laws, relating to roads, be 

repealed. , 

I regret to state that the public buildings, viz. 

court houses and jails, are very much neglected, 

and that the officers under whose care they cer- 

tainly are, in some districts, have been guilty of 

‘he most shameful dereliction of duty in teaving 

them open to every exposure. This subject de- 

mands some attention for the credit.and interest of 

the state. 

_It is highly important, that every proper restric- . 
tion should be imposed upon habits and vices, which 
are calculated to destroy that virtue upon which 
our republican institutions must ultimately depend, 
The legislature has done much by its munificent 
endowment of a college, and its provisions for free 
schools, for the education of our youth; but without 
good morals they will not be useful citizens. Eve- 
ry legal impediment which can be thrown in the 
way, to prevent bad habits in youth, would be some- 
thing in favor of virtue. Lwould beg leave to sug- 
gest the propriety of passing some law to prevent 
the habitual drunkard from exhibiting in public, 
the odious vice of drunkenness, and by its frequen- 
cv rendering it less detestable, and to restrain hiin 
from wasting his property and thereby bringing his 
family, for whom he is bound to provide by the 
strongest obligations, to want and wretchedness.— 
As auxiliary to this end I would recommend that 
all accounts or contracts, for ardent spirits, by re- 
tail, should not be recoverable by law. 

There being anumber of the copies of Brevard’s 
Digests of our statutes now remaining subject to the 
distribution of the legislature, I would recommend 
that those copies be presented to each state, one 
for the use of each branch of the legislature, and 
one for its executive. It is also recommended that 
three copies of our laws, passed at each session of 
the legislature, be transmitted to the executive of 
each state for the same purposes, and that an inter- 
change of laws be requested. 

_Tam happy to state that the good effects of the 
liberality of the legislature, in furnishing the offi- 
cers of the militia with books of instruction, are be- 
ginning to be seen, by their gradual and progressive 
improvement. It is, however, thought advisable, 
that the law, appointing brigade encampments of 
the officers, from the serivus inconvenience, ex- 
















The interests of agriculture, which are of pri- 
mary importance in every country, and. particularly 
to the citizens of this state, whose great Staple com- 









liberal and enlightened legislature, for the internal 





improvement of our country; in improving our 








upon usury, only to receive the most ample’ ‘and 








jmprovement of our roads, and nothing but the most grateful returns. The present time is the most con- 
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spicuous for such undertakings,-as there is in the 
treasury a large stim unappropriated, which could 
be applied to no object more useful or advantage- 
eus to the state. It is confidently hoped that this 
subject will receive that attention which its import- 
ance merits; and that the legislature will do some- 
thing which will be considered the commencement 
of a general system for internal improvements. 
Very respectfully, Sc. 
| ANDREW PICKENS. 
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Legislature of Ohio. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Bentlemen of the senate, and 
house of representatives, 

No extraordinary occurrence has taken place 
gince the last session of the legislature. We have 
a continuation of peace on all our borders, with a 
time of general health trhoughout the state. The 
eatth has been uncommonly fruitful the last sea- 
son, and besides supplying our own wants, will 
leave a large surplus for exportation. 

It is both our duty and interest to submit with 





cheerfulness under the dispensations of Almighty 
God, in troubles and affliciion;—but when we are 
made the special objects of his favor and kindness | 
—when to the enjoyment of the very best and most 
free government on earth, are added the blessings 
of health, peace and plenty, our most sincere thanks, | 
our most grateful acknowledgements are due to the! 
bountiful giver of every good gift. 


Whilst in the enjoyment of these extraordinary | 


blessings we should not forget that we are account- 


able for their abuse, and that it is our duty to use| 
all the means in our power to perpetuate the bles-! 


sings of a free government to those who may come| 


after us. This is the duty of all, but more espe- | 
cially of those to whom the people delegate the 
power of government. 
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proposed and the means of effecting it are subjects 
which should be examined—of the propriety of the 
measure, no rational mind friendly to liberty can 
doubt; and that we possess the means, if earnestly 
disposed to effect the object, I have as little doubt. 
It is true it must be a work of time, hence the ne- 
cessity of commencing it. ) 

The great difficulty of procuring teachers whose 
moral character and other qualifications fit them 
to enlighten the minds, and shape the morals of 
the rising generation, even when suitable com. 
pensation can be made, is evident. Indced it but 
too often happens that persons of the most profli- 
gate morals and the least qualified seek this employ 
ment, asa cover foridleness. It cannot be expected 
that any thing good can proceed from so corrupt a 
source. In the formation of a superstructure the. 
foundation must be solid, to make it lasting and 
useful. If we expect of our youth “religion, morality 
and knowledge,” suitable teachers must be employ- 
ed to produce this effect. With a view to aid in 
effecting this desirable object, I recommend to the 
consideration of the general assembly the propriety 
of establishing at the seat of government a free 
school, at which shall be taught the different 
branches of an English education at the expense 
of the state, to such number of boys, the children 
of parents unable to educate them, and no others; 
as the legislature may deem proper. That when- 
ever young men thus educated shall become 
qualified for that purpose, they shail when proper 
salafies are furnished them, have the preference 
of employment in the public schools of the state, 
and shall be obliged to serve as teachers of schoo!s 
until they are twenty one years cf age, and after- 
wards so long as they conduct themselves weli, 
have the preference of employment. The whole 
to be under such regulations as the legislature may 
from time to time adopt. 


I must call your attention to the laws for making 


With a view to the fulfilment of the duties|2nd improving the public highways. This isa sub- 
assigned me, I shall recommend for your consider- ject of great importance to the whole community, 
ation such subjects as are deemed more important | and particularly to the agricultural interest. In 


for the promotion of this great object, as well as. 
the present comfort and convenience of our fellow-| 
citizens.—And first; as I-consider it most import- 
ant, | recommend to your particular attention, the, 
education of the rising generation. Without in-| 


the same proportion that facilities are riven to the 
farmer to transport his surplus produce to market, 
are his profits increased. And without such facili- 
ties his labor is measurably stink in the expense of 
transportation. ‘These are facts so self evident, as 


. . i : ry og ; 7 . , 1 
formation and knowledge the blessings of a free /to require no reasoning to prove them. 


government cannot belong continued. The wisest 
and best men in all ages have agreed on this im- 
portant point; and so thoroughly convinced of it, 
and so anxious that it should be attended to were 
eur forefathers, the patriots who, under providence, 
gave us the fair heritage we enjoy, that in the 
insirument which contains the fundamental princi- 
ples of our government; for our admonition they have 
deciated, that “Religion morality and knowledge 
being necessary to good government, schools and the 
means of edueation shall forever be encouraged.” 
In conformity with this admirable seniiment we 


The manner of repairing the roads, in my opi- 
nion, is evidently defective. ‘There is no responsi- 
bility to the public for the faithful expenditure of 
monies in labor applied to this object. And so 
long as the present mode of appointing and paying 
supervisors continue it appears to me, ne bette 
effect will be produced. I again recommend to 
the consideration of the legislature another mode 
of appointing them: and, that each supervisor be 
charged with the repair of a given distance, on the 
principal roads—that he be turnished with the 








have received from the Uni-ed States, means, to a’ 
very considerable extent, which righly used, would | 
$9 great lengths towards the general diffusion of| 
knowledge. To bring these means with others if’ 
necessary into action, to devise, organize and to! 
put into practice a system of education for the rising | 


means—held responsible for its repair, and be paid 
for his services. 

Every community has its genetal and local in- 
terests; and they are so intimately connected, that 
if the one be neglected, the other will be effected 
by it. This remark seems to be fully exemplified 
by the course heretofore adopted by the }. gislature 


Seneration, which wiil disperse ignorance and diffuse|of Ohio relative to the public roads of the state. 
light and knowledge throughout the state, whilst Nothing is more evident, than that permanent roads 
it would be one among the greatesi benefits which|from the river Ohio to the Lake, and from east to 
could be conferred on posterity, would, I am per. |west through the state, would be of great import- 
suaded, yentiemen, be the mosi pleasing duty yoy|jance to the whole state—yet the funds and iabor 
Can perform. The propristy of the measures|of the state have been applied to local purposes, 
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and many roads opened which are not only useless 
but burdensome. If the money and labor thus lost 
to the community, had been applied to the con- 
struction of permanent roads in proper directions, 
we should now feel the good effects of such an ex- 
penditure. 

With this view of this important subject, I should 
not discharge my duty if I did not again recom- 
mend most earnestly to your copsideration the pro- 
priety of changing the manner of appropriating the 
three per cent. fund and that it, with such other 
funds as the legislature may deem proper, be ap; 
plied jaintly, with the funds of such individuals as 
may choose to vest their capital.in turnpike roads; 
—in constructing such permanent roads north and 


ment, as may be deemed proper—and that the 
profits or tolls arising to the state fiom such roads, 
be applied to the same purpose and to no other use 
whatever. 

As far as circumstances will permit, every com. 
munity should rely on its own resources. To de- 
pend on those of others, when by the exercise o. 
economy and industry we have the means of sup. 
p'ying our own wants;—never fails to produce the 
worst effects. Since the late war the nation has 
been inundated with the manufactures of foreign 
eountries. If in cur intercourse witb other nations 
‘Wwe could on our part give in exchangesuch articles 
as wecan grow or manufacture most advantageously, 
fur such others as our comfort and convenience 
may reguire;—such a course of exchange would 
operate beneficially —But if for the solid products 
and labor of the country exported, and far beyonm 
®%, articles of luxury and superfiuity are introduced 
into the country;—the necessary tendency is to im- 
poverish and weaken it. 

In a newly settled country like ours, where 
agriculture may be carried on to so much advan- 
tage, and where labor is so much in demand, it 
cannot be expected that manufactures can be Car-; 
rjed on generally to the same extent and advantage 
as in other countries long settled and very popu- 
lous; yet experience proves that manufacturing in 
many branches is carried on with success and great 
advantage to tlie country, aud what we do manu- 
facture is better generally than that which we im- 
port. Distant as this state is from the seaboard— 
abounding with the means of producing most of 
the raw materials out of which a great proportion 
of the articles which either our convenience or com- 
fort requires, can be manufactured. And when we 
considey further that whatever is manufactured 
among ourselves, is free of the expense of duty 
and transportation, it is our duty at all times, but 
especially at the present, to examine our own re- 
sources and bring them into action anduse. With 
these impressions I consider it my duty, gentle- 
men to call your attention to this important subject, 
and to recommend to your consideration the pro- 
priety of giving by your own example in the use of 
the manufaciured articles of the state, and by such 
other means as in your wisdom you may deem ex 
‘pedient, the proper encouragement to manufactur. 
ing in the state. 


Since the last session of the general assembly 
commissioners appointed for that purpose by th 
presicest of the United States, have, it is said, 
coucluded a treaty with the Indians who claimed 
the north western corner of the state; by which it 
is understood that nearly all the lands claimed by 
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[to the United States. So soon as this treaty is 
ratified, the jurisdiction of the state will be ex- 
tended and réquire legislative provisions; as there 
is Every reason to believe that so soon as this land 
is brought mto market it will be settled with great 
rapidity, ; 

The constitution of the state has been in opera- 
tion for fifteen years; and most, of its general pro- 
visions in favor of equal rights and for the perpetua- 
tion of a free government, are such as we, and these 
who come after us I sincerely hope, will always 
support. When it was adopted our population did 
not exceed eiglity thousand, and there were only 
une counties. The iucrease of the pup'lation since. 
to at least halfa million, and the counties to forty 
eight, have exceeded all calculation; and experi- 
ence has clearly proved that some of its provisions, 
though well calculated for a population less numer- 
ous, have become burdensome and indeed cannot 
be executed, in consequence of our great increase 
of population. Neiiher can it be disguised from 
even a common observer that to support the state 
gevernment is so expensive for the want of a change 
uf some of the provisions of the constitution, as 
to make it necessary te continue arate of taxation, 
which is noi only becoming burdensome to us all, 
but prevents the representatives of tlie people from 
possessing the means of making internal improve- 
ments and adopting other regulations for the com- 
mon benefit of the state. 

Believing as I do, that with the extension of 
jurisdiction and increase of population which will 
shortly take place, some of the most valuable pro- 
visions of the constitution cannot be executed, and 
that by a change of others a saving of near one half 
of the present expenses may be made, the govern- 
ment be beiter administered for the general bencfit 
of the good people of the state, and that the present 
is the most favorable time for making these changes; 
I should not discharge the solemn convictions of 
duty which I feel if I did not recommend to your 
consideration the propriety of taking the necessary 
steps authorized by the constitution, to enable our 
fellow-citizens to decide wheiher in their opinion 
any alterations in our constitution are necessary. 

The fund made subject to my control by the last 
general assembly, beside paying the ordinary de- 
mands upon it and for the articles mentioned in a. 
resolution of the legislature, of the twenty eighth of 
January 1817, has enabled me to purchase a small 
but valuable collection of books which are intended 
as the commencement of a library for the state. 
in the performance of this act I was guided by 
what I conceived the best interest of the state, by 
placing within the reach of the representatives of 
the people, such information as will aid them in the 
discharge of the important duties they are delegat- 
ed to perform. 


The elevated station you occupy, gentlemen, pre- 
sents to you a wide field for the exercise of the ta. 
lents, patriotism and indusiry, which will be 
found in your honorable body, and I sincerely hope 
an &1l wise Providence will direct your delibera- 
tions, and, that they may result in the adoption of 
such measures as will promote the best interests of. 
‘our fellow citizens. 


There arc other matters of importance which it 
is my duty to lay before you, which shall form the 
subject of future communications. 


T. WORTHINGTON. 
Columbus, Dec. 2d. 1817. 








